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Problems to Possibilities

WEEKLY WORD

by Karen Kennedy, staff
It was a real heaven-invading-my-life morning.
And I wasn’t even expecting it. In fact, I wasn’t
even aware of the deep rut that I was forging
within the confines of my office.  

This week’s problems were ricocheting within my
brain. “What should I do? How should I solve this
problem? Should I say something or remain quiet?”

One knock at the door was about to cause a 180-
degree attitude change in my life, and I was clue-
less.

“Ready to brainstorm?” asked Steve. “We are start-
ing on our next sermon series and need your
input.” 

Within seconds, I was in Pastor Burcham’s office
being briefed about the upcoming sermon series.

“Here is what I am thinking: A practical sermon
series that will help us when we face problems.
Instead of focusing on, or ignoring the problem,
why not change our focus onto God, who can
change the problem into a grand possibility,” said
Pastor Burcham.

Oh no, my current brain war was exposed. I have
been caught in my tangled web of misery and
heaven’s light just illuminated my dark ruts.

Give this problem to God? Look unto God? Instead
of focusing on life’s dirt, why not focus on the
deliverer? The aha moments continued. Isn’t that
what God has done throughout the centuries? Has-
n’t God always tried to help our inabilities to deal
with every aspect of life from a crisis to our daily
bread issues? Hasn’t our incompetence been over-
shadowed by God’s competence?

Take, for example, the captive Israelites in Egypt.
With no relief in sight, the Israelites prayed and
God created solutions that they could not even
dream about. He provided a way out of slavery by
parting the Red Sea, manna to eat, and water to
drink, a cloud to help shade them during the day,
and a pillar of fire by night to help them see. God

is the author of creative solutions. He is on our side
and all we have to do is allow him to work.

If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave
him up for us all–how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all
things? Romans 8:31b-32

As I left the office that day, I still had the same
problem, but my attitude changed once I realized
that God is bigger than my current predicament,
and that he wants to be in the mix of my heart’s
dilemmas. I can walk more confidently knowing
that he is with me. 

As we approach this four-week sermon series,
“Problems to Possibilities,” my prayer is that my
incident is small compared with what will happen
to each of our lives as we turn each difficulty over
to the capable and caring hands of the Creator of
the Universe.  

Sermon Series: 
Problems to Possibilities 
January 20-21: Praying 
Prayer for many of us becomes a last
resort. But what would happen if we
talked to God about our problems like
the way that we talk to our best friend?

January 27-28: Focusing
Life is always about our focus. Is the
glass half full or half empty? Can we get
out of our perspectives long enough to
see his viewpoint? 

February 3-4: Trusting
Trust is a foundation of every relation-
ship. Does God really care about our dif-
ficulties? 

February 10-11: Refining
Scriptures state that refinement is a part
of the growth process. Can we see how
adversity builds character? 
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Honduras Mission Work
Presentation: Sunday, Jan. 21

Please join us for a presentation on Honduras today at 9:20 and 10:20 a.m. in rooms
131/33. This presentation is open to everyone. Please come if you are going, would
like to go, or plan to support us through prayer. If you have any questions, contact
Bill Clark at 453-3404 or bill.clark@equitrust.com.

If you would like to view the photos from previous mission trips, please go to
http://honduras.gloriadeionline.com.

Soup’s On! Saturday, Feb. 10.
Join us for soup after the Northwind service on Saturday, Feb. 10. A free-will offer-
ing will be accepted for the Honduras mission work. See you in line! If you have
any questions, please contact Pastor Phillips at 278-5544, ext. 220.

Recycled Christmas Cards
The Honduras mission team needs recycled fronts of religious Christmas cards for
their mission trip to Honduras. Please save your cards and put them in the “dona-
tion-card” box located in the narthex during January. Thank you for your assistance!

Video Returns
We have had several phone calls concerning videos that have accidentally been
dropped off at the Johnston library instead of Gloria Dei. Please make sure that the
correct videos are returned to Gloria Dei. Thanks. 



Elders: 
Ken Meythaler
Steve Junge
Tim Radig
Ushers: 
Northwind 
Mike Mazza 
7:45 a.m.
Bruce Amendt 
Dave Disney 
Lou Grotheer 
Mo Grotheer 

Arlyn Hesse 
Jim Johnson 
Dick Mueller 
9 a.m. 
Greg Haessler 
Doug Kumm 
Jim Miles 
Tanya Richards 
Tom Richards 
Tim Mueller 
Chad Oehlert

10 a.m. 
Ivan Daniels 
Dan Johnson 
10:30 a.m.
Kevin Kelley 
David Sengpiel 
Colleen Sengpiel 
Organist:
Kathy Stange
Acolytes:
Maggie McClelland
Kelle Marsh
Sarah Nichols

God’s People in Prayer
Blue prayer request cards are
beneath the pews. Please indicate
your prayer request and place the
card in the offering plate.We have
both e-mail and phone prayer chains
available. Call Pastor Phillips in the
church office, 276-1700, or Diane
Young between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at
993-3870 or Joan Kickbush after 5
p.m. at 987-4864 with your request.

Thanksgivings
• For our nation and the freedom

we enjoy

Prayers
• For Penny Schramm and family,

who lost the twins she was carry-
ing 

• For Kory Schramm’s mother,
Barb, who is recovering from sur-
gery

• For John McKeighan, who has
been diagnosed with acute lym-
phocytic leukemia

Prayer Ministry Team
If you are interested in joining the
prayer ministry team, please e-mail
tphillips@gloriadeionline.com with
your name, e-mail address and
phone number.
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WWorship Service orship Service 
Ministry PartnersMinistry Partners

We are thankful for our helpers today who assist in providing a
great place to worship. 

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar 

are provided by:

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
in recognition of the coordinators at

Gloria Dei and the people who 
support their events.

Weather
When inclement weather arises,
please check our Web site at 
gloriadeonline.com for up-to-date
cancellations. We will also put a
message on our answering
machine at 276-1700. 

Please Keep Us Informed
Please notify the church office at 276-1700 when a major life change occurs
in your lives, such as a birth or an address change. We appreciate your help
in keeping us informed!
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Calling All Women! Come All! 
Women’s Connections is a time for women to gather to learn more about
God’s Word and meet new friends in the body of Christ. Please feel free to

join us for session one (last week’s
session was canceled due to
inclement weather) on Monday,
Jan. 22, at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. An opening devotion and wor-
ship will be led by Kellee Bellile,
followed by your choice of Bible
study and fellowship. Women’s

Connections concludes at 8 p.m. Child care is provided. 

“Daniel: Lives of Integrity,Words of Prophecy,” by Beth Moore

Join us in a faith-building 12-week study of prophecy and learn how to
shine for Christ in our modern culture. Just as the prophet Daniel faced
unbelievable pressures—to compromise his faith, to live in a hostile cul-
ture, and confront temptations and threats—today’s believers face many of
the same trials. This study will examine the life of Daniel in an extremely
contemporary way and explore the fascinating prophecies from the time of
Daniel through the second coming of Christ. 

“Jesus the One and Only,” by Beth Moore

Come along with us on a 10-week life-changing journey, which will lead
you through the hills of Galilee with the teacher, across the lake with the
master, and finally on the road with the Savior as he faces the cross.

“Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ a Reality in Life,”
by Beth Moore

“Breaking Free” leads you through a study of the Scriptures to discover
the transforming power of Christian freedom. Based on Isaiah 61:1-4, this
11-week in-depth study draws parallels between the captive Israelites and
today’s believers.  As you identify spiritual strongholds in your life, you
will progress on the journey toward greater freedom in Christ. 

“Really Bad Girls of the Bible,” by Liz Curtis Higgs

Author Liz Curtis Higgs breathes new life into ancient stories depicting
some of the most infamous women in Scripture. “In Really Bad Girls of
the Bible,” Higgs reveals the power of God’s sovereignty in the lives of
eight shady ladies known by reputation but rarely studied in depth. The
eye-opening stories of these “really bad” women demonstrate one life-
changing concept—the sovereign power of God to rule our hearts and
lives with grace, compassion and hope. This is an eight-week study.

Feel free to invite a friend or co-worker! See you there! For more infor-
mation, call Sheryl Woolman at 254-9290. 

Connections
w o men's Mary-Esther Circle

Mary-Esther Circle will meet
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 9 a.m. at the
home of Millie Obrecht, 621 33rd
St., West Des Moines.  

GriefShare Books
We have a new selection in our
library, which is located in the Gath-
ering Place. An entire book section is
dedicated to books dealing with grief.
Please feel free to check one out this
week. 

Camp Okoboji
Counselors
Camp Okoboji is currently recruit-
ing summer 2007 staff. If you are
interested, contact Doug Kading at
doug.camp@idwlcms.org. 

Cabins
If you are interested in renting a
cabin this summer, please fill out a
form at www.campokoboji.org.

Items Needed
Camp Okoboji needs items or
money for this year’s camps. For a
more complete listing, please go to
www.campokoboji.org. 
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Jennifer Simpson
What were your first impressions of Uganda?
I was amazed by how active everyone was no matter what
time of day or night. There were always people on the
street selling, walking, or shopping.
What were some of the cultural differences?
The family dynamic is strong and enforced from the top
down; the siblings take care of each other financially and

emotionally until they
become independent.
There was a lot of respect
to history and tradition,
which is somewhat lacking
in the United States. I was
asked, “What is your tradi-
tional wear?” and I had to
stop and think that we truly
don’t have any form of tra-
ditional wear that is unique

to us. It was great to see so much history and respect.
When meeting the local churches, what were your
impressions?
I was impressed with their dedication to their church com-
munities and their pure love of Christ. They were so appre-
ciative of the gifts God has given them even though their
lives are not padded with lots of material items. There was
a lot of structure to their services, so our gift of new music
and education was sincerely appreciated and useful for
spreading the word to the youth.
Please name one incident that really impressed you.
An attendee named Angela drew me aside to teach me the
Lugandan words to the chorus of “I Am Not Ashamed.”
She sat with me for more than 20 minutes repeating the
words and singing alongside of me until I was able to mas-
ter the newly-learned words. While I was learning the
words, the rest of our team heard what was going on, and
we had everyone singing Lugandan by the end of the con-
ference. It was something I will never forget!

Any other thoughts? 
My wish would be to bottle up the energy, power, dedica-
tion and desire from the Ugandan congregations and infuse
it into our worship at Gloria Dei.
Stan Greenwood
What were your first impressions of Uganda?
The night ride from the airport and the number of cars,
trucks, motorcycles, and pedestrians was overwhelming.
People seem to spend much of their time outside.
What were some of the cultural differences?
Some of their living conditions are hard to imagine. There
is a very wide gap between the rich and the poor. There is
less opportunity to advance in Uganda, for example, there
are no student loans.
Tell me about the food and accommodations? 
I thought the food was interesting and I enjoyed trying dif-
ferent things. Often we would have goat, rice, potatoes,
stew, and fruit. The pineapple was the best I have ever
tasted.
We stayed with Charles, the pastor at the Kampala church.
Other than adjusting to the cold showers and the electricity
outages every other day, it was a nice place to stay. Charles
and the others were wonderful hosts.
Please name one incident that really impressed you.

The conference was the best
part of the trip. To worship,
sing and praise God with the
Christians in Uganda was
something I will always
remember. 
Any other thoughts? 
The needs of the Lutheran
church in Uganda are many. I
hope we, as a congregation, are
able to direct our efforts to help
them in ways that will enhance
and expand their abilities to
spread the gospel.

Uganda from Two Team Member’s Perspectives
Ten days ago, the team from Uganda returned to Gloria Dei. We thought you would enjoy the insights from two of our
team members, Jennifer Simpson and Stan Greenwood. Jennifer is a sales director over Learfield New’s Radio Iowa Divi-
sion and assisted leading vocals for the worship conference. Stan is a retired photography instructor and played bass and
was the photojournalist for the conference. 

Jennifer holding a child from the 
Katetee orphanage. 

Members of the neighboring con-
gregations practiced their instru-
ments during the conference.  



What is on Your
Plate This Week?
We are starting a six-week small
group study that will give a taste
of the benefits of a small group.
This study, “Groups,” will show
the rewards and embrace the risks
of community. Check out the
table in the narthex and Family
Life Center to sample the featured
delicacies that will be taught,
lived and digested each week.

The six main-course samplers are:
This is a Friendship, Love Pays
Attention, Knowing and Being
Known, When Community Breaks
Down, Forgiveness, and Building
a Passionately Inclusive Church/
Being “For” One Another.

All you need to do to savor the
sweetness of a small group is
make a six-week commitment
today. Sign up at the tables in the
narthex or Family Life Center, or
e-mail Pastor Meyer at
kmeyer@gloriadeionline.com.
Let’s get in the mix today!
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Welcome 
We are excited to introduce our newest Tiny Treasures teachers; please take
some time to welcome them. 

Janet Tysse 
Janet Tysse will be the assistant teacher for two classes; the 4-and-5-year-

olds, and the 3-year-olds. She lives in Waukee with
Jim, her husband of 31 years, and has two children:
Jon, who is married to Shawna and has a 2 1/2 year-
old daughter, Hannah, and a baby boy, Jon, who was
born two weeks ago; and Jeni, who is married to
Jason and has an 18-month boy, Jack. 

Janet, who loves to read, sew, cross-stitch and cro-
chet, comes to Tiny Treasures with a rich back-
ground of 20 years of child care experience.

What excites you the most about working at Tiny Treasures?

The open sharing of faith I see between teachers, children and parents.

What are your favorite family activities/traditions?

Getting together several times a year with my family, especially during
Christmas. I really enjoy being able to see our grandchildren and the joy
they have at this time. 

What advice would you give to a young family?

Teach your children to pray without ceasing. Love them and teach them
about Jesus. 

Christy Marshall
Christy Marshall will be the lead teacher for the Monday and Wednesday

3-year-old class. She lives in Urbandale and has been
married to Kevin for 13 years. They have two chil-
dren, Jacob, 8, and Hannah, 5. She enjoys spending
time with friends and family and loves to camp and
play board games. 

What excites you the most about working at Tiny
Treasures?

I am most excited about being able to teach the chil-
dren about Jesus and his love for them.

What advice would you give to a young family?

I would tell young families to put God first in their lives and teach their
children the same. Spend time with your children because you can never get
that time back. 

Discovery 201
Sunday, Feb. 11 from 3-7 p.m. 
Discovery 201 is a four-hour class for
everyone joining Gloria Dei. Dinner and
childcare are provided. If you are inter-
ested, contact the church office at 276-
1700.
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Children

Registration now open!Pick up a brochure today!

Morning & afternoon 
classes offered!



Children
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January 24:
• Chicken Patty 
• Coleslaw
• Pineapple

January 31:
• Hamburger 
• Potato Salad
• Fruit

The cost per meal is $2.50;
children ages three and
under eat free. 

Tiny Treasures will hold a Friday morning
playgroup for children ages 2 1/2 to 3 1/2.

• February-May 2007
• 9:15-11:15 a.m. 
• $40 a month

For more information, pick up a brochure
at the Information Center. 

P l a y g r o u p
for ages 2 1/2  to 3 1/2 

New Life Needs You
by Terry Steinke, Director of Early Childhood Development 

The New Life Ministry Action Team is looking for people
who can help in specialized ways. Ministry partners can sign
up on one or more lists:

Meal List: If you would be willing to cook a simple
meal for a new baby’s family just getting home from
the hospital, please add your name and phone num-
ber to the meal list. 

Visit List: If you would be available to visit a family
to bring gifts from Gloria Dei with food, please sign
up on the visit list. 

Sew List: If you would be willing to sew small bags
to deliver the things in (this will be an ongoing proj-
ect), please sign up on the sew list. 

Other List: If you have other ways that you would
like to help these families, please sign up on the
other list and indicate what you want to do. 

Sign up at the Information Center or contact Terry at
278-5544, ext. 305.

Register today! 
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Youth

Senior High
Super Bowl Party
Senior High Super Bowl party will be held in the Youth
Center on Sunday, Feb. 4 from 5-10 p.m. Bring a
food/appetizer to share.

Sunday Morning Senior High Bible Study 
Large group Bible study starts Sunday, Feb. 4 at 10:20
a.m. in the Youth Center. 

The Island
The Island’s new schedule format on Jan. 28 will be:

5:30 - Open Youth Center and Family Life Center
6:00 - Large-group Bible study/discussion
6:45 - Small-group Bible study
7:15 - Open Youth Center and Family Life Center

Join us for some or all of the evening activities. The
Island will end at 8 p.m. instead of 9 p.m.  We’d love to
see you there.
Jan 21
Join us for “Pins and Praise.” We will begin in the Youth
Center at 5:30 p.m. and travel to Merle Hay Lanes for
bowling. We will land back in the Youth Center for pizza
and a small-group Bible study. The cost is $3.50 per
game and $2 for pizza. 
Jan. 21 small group topic: “God’s Mirror”

Dinner Theatre 
April 13-14 and 20-22
Rehearsals continue Sunday, Jan. 21, Jan. 28, and Feb.
4 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. These three rehearsals are for the
main cast.  

Castaway
Sunday, Jan. 21

Join us today at
9:20 or 10:20 a.m. for a high-energy time of
study and fellowship.

Topic: “Controlling the TEMPERature”.

* Please note that the 10:20 Castaway will
be moved to rooms 131/33 starting Feb. 4. 

Wednesdays
Sixth grade will continue with their current
studies.

Seventh grade topics will include: 
“The Commandments,” “Quickly through the
New Testament,” and “They’re not like us
(different non-Christian religions).”  

Eighth grade will study the Apostles’ Creed.

Mark Your Calendar!
The 30-hour famine will be held April 27-28, 2007. In 2006, our group was one of the highest fundraisers
for the World Vision’s 30-hour famine organization. All teens 12 years and older are invited to participate
in saving kid’s lives! An initial planning meeting will be in January. Those that feel led to help with the
organization of this year’s event, please contact Kim Phillips at 254-1036 or e-mail: TNK4JC1@msn.com.

Junior High
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Outpouring of Love 

General Fund Offerings $27,903

YTD Offering $802,518

YTD Budget $750,680

Attendance 

Northwind 147 C o m m u n i o n

7:45 a.m. 129 Northwind 107

9 a.m. 398 10 a.m. 57

10 a.m. 109

10:30 a.m. 312

Total 1095

Week of January 21-27
Sunday, January 21
7:45 a.m. Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary with

Communion
9:00 a.m. Traditional-Blend Worship Service in

Sanctuary with Communion
9:20 a.m. Castaway
9:20 a.m. Grace Place, Ages 2-Grade 5
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service in 

Family Life Center
10:20 a.m. Castaway
10:20 a.m. Grace Place, Ages 2-Grade 5
10:20 a.m. Journey with Dr. Luke
10:30 a.m. Contemporary-Blend Worship Service 

in Sanctuary with Communion
3:30 p.m. Dinner Theatre Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. Senior High: Pins and Praise
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting
Monday, January 22
3:30 p.m. Mt. Olive Basketball
6:30 p.m. Women’s Connections
6:45 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Tuesday, January 23
11:45 a.m. Preschool Beginning Dance Class
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
1:00 p.m. Helping Hands
3:30 p.m. Mt. Olive Basketball
6:30 p.m. Kindermusik: Imagine That
6:30 p.m. Kindermusik: Village
6:30 p.m. DivorceCare
6:30 p.m. Pre-marriage Class
6:45 p.m. Co-ed Volleyball
7:00 p.m. Kindermusik: Family Time
7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting

Wednesday, January 24
10:00 a.m. Kindermusik: Family Time
10:30 a.m. Bible Study with Pastor Meyer
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
5:00 p.m. Midweek Meal
5:30 p.m. Music Alive
6:00 p.m. Discovery 101
6:15 p.m. Faith Alive 
6:15 p.m. Lord, I Want to Know You
6:15 p.m. The Gloria Dei Chorale
7:30 p.m. Gloria Dei Orchestra
7:30 p.m. The Alleluia Ringers
7:30 p.m. Gloria Dei’s Infusion Worship Team
Thursday, January 25
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Sew and Sews
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
2:00 p.m. Home School Choir
3:30 p.m. Mt. Olive Basketball Practice
6:30 p.m. GriefShare
Friday, January 26
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
3:30 p.m. Mt. Olive Basketball Practice
Saturday, January 27
7:00 a.m. Blood Drive in the Narthex
8:30 a.m. Ends Retreat
4:00 p.m. Northwind Worship Team
5:30 p.m. Northwind Service with Communion
5:50 p.m. Grace Place
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Educational Attendance

Saturday, 5:50 Sunday, 9:20 Sunday, 10:20 Wed., 6:15 Misc. 

Preschool 5 28 25 17 Music Alive

Elementary 12 56 29 77 65

Junior High 32 12 90 Wed. Meal

High School 90

Total 17 116 66 184

Week of January 28-February 3

Sunday, January 28 
7:45 a.m. Traditional Worship Service in Sanctuary 
9:00 a.m. Traditional-Blend Worship Service in

Sanctuary 
9:20 a.m. Castaway
9:20 a.m. Grace Place, Ages 2-Grade 5
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service in 

Family Life Center with Communion
10:20 a.m. Castaway
10:20 a.m. Grace Place, Ages 2-Grade 5
10:20 a.m. Journey with Dr. Luke
10:30 a.m. Contemporary-Blend Worship Service 

in Sanctuary 
3:30 p.m. Dinner Theatre Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. The Island
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting
Monday, January 29
6:30 p.m. Women’s Connections
6:45 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Tuesday, January 30
11:45 a.m. Preschool Beginning Dance Class
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
1:00 p.m. Helping Hands
6:30 p.m. Kindermusik: Imagine That
6:30 p.m. Kindermusik: Village
6:30 p.m. DivorceCare
6:30 p.m. Pre-marriage Class
6:45 p.m. Co-ed Volleyball
7:00 p.m. Kindermusik: Family Time

Wednesday, January 31
10:00 a.m. Kindermusik: Family Time
10:30 a.m. Bible Study with Pastor Meyer
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
5:00 p.m. Midweek Meal
5:30 p.m. Music Alive
6:00 p.m. Discovery 101
6:15 p.m. Faith Alive 
6:15 p.m. Lord, I Want to Know You
6:15 p.m. The Gloria Dei Chorale
7:30 p.m. Gloria Dei Orchestra
7:30 p.m. The Alleluia Ringers
7:30 p.m. Gloria Dei’s Infusion Worship Team
Thursday, February 1
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Sew and Sews
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
2:00 p.m. Home School Choir
6:00 p.m. Tiny Treasures Open House
6:30 p.m. GriefShare
Friday, February 2
1:30 p.m. Education Therapy - Beth Corell
6:00 p.m. Jr. High Cafe 923
Saturday, February 3
4:00 p.m. Northwind Worship Team 
5:30 p.m. Northwind Service
5:50 p.m. Grace Place



A Week at a Glance

Even though the temperature was freezing outside, Gloria Dei’s
rooms were filled with lots of activities from a visit of a local Cub
Scout troop to adults scrapbooking, to the warm chili served at the
midweek meal. 


